
 

 

 

 

A Message from the Principal 
We are off to a great start at Bethel this year. 

We would like to welcome all of our new 

students and their fami-

lies. If you have not been 

out to see our Outdoor 

Classroom, please go by 

the next time you are in 

the building. We have 

been working on this pro-

ject for the past two 

years and it is really 

looking great! Thanks to 

everyone who helped to bring this project to 

fruition for Bethel and our students. We re-

ceived grants for this project from Lowe’s, the 

Lake Wylie Rotary Club, and Walmart. The reno-

vation of our building continued this past sum-

mer with the addition of new floors in all of our 

classrooms. The PTO has purchased new rugs 

for the floors in many of our classrooms. Mrs. 

Wessinger and the PTO worked to get us some 

fitness stations set up on our big playground. 

Mrs. Dina Vacho is currently painting a Dr. 

Seuss mural in our cafeteria. We would like to 

thank the Lake Wylie Athletic Association for 

working with Lane Construction Company to re-

hab the two baseball fields and build two sets 

of bleachers. This was part of Lane’s annual 

community relations project. 

Bethel Elementary School—Kim Ramsey, Principal—Avery Goode, Asst. Principal—6000 Hwy 55 E, Clover, SC - 803-631-8300 

WELCOME TO THE EAGLE’S NEST 

Veteran’s Day Program 

 

 October 17 – 20 

MONDAY:  

“I Pledge to Make Healthy Choices” - 

Wear red  

 

 TUESDAY:  

“Being Healthy is No Sweat!” – Wear 

exercise clothes  

 

 WEDNESDAY:  

“Unity Day…Together Against Bully-

ing” - Wear orange 

 

 THURSDAY:  

“Be Part of a Team” - Wear Bethel 

shirt or favorite team 

Veterans Day will be celebrated on November 
11th. We will have a ceremony at 8AM for veter-
ans to attend. Forms were sent home. Please 
RSVP and send in the interview page by No-
vember 4th.  

Remember to read the Parent & Student Handbook for 

Bethel guidelines and procedures. 

Remember to send  a written note in when your child is 

absent.   

Remember to send a written note in when changing 

your child’s transportation or adding a new emergency 

contact. 

Remember  Teacher Conferences are Oct 20-21st. 

First Quarter 



PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN 

    We are having a great time in 

Pre-K. Since the beginning of the 

year we have been learning to rec-

ognize letters, numbers, colors and 

shapes. We have explored many 

pieces of literature centered around 

our number and color of the week. 

Pre-K students are now learning to 

write letters and make letter 

sounds. This month’s letters will in-

clude “L”, “F”, “E”, and “H”. Stu-

dents are beginning to use the 

Handwriting Without Tears multi-

sensory tools to construct each 

letter. We have also engaged in 

many activities to help recognize, 

spell and write first names. Later 

this month we will take a trip to 

Hunter Farms and explore many 

activities uses our five senses.  

    We look forward to meeting 

with our parents later in the month 

to share the 

wonderful 

progress our 

little ones are 

making thus 

far.  

In Kindergarten, we are enjoying learn-

ing about Fall and farm animals. A fa-

vorite character we read about was 

Mrs. Wishy Washy. The children en-

joyed acting out each character in the 

story and retelling it. Kindergarten 

took a field trip to Anne Springs Close 

Greenway in Fort Mill on October 13th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are also learning the importance 

of our five senses and how we use 

them each day. On November 2nd we 

will have some fun rotations in our 

classrooms where we can discover just 

how much we use our five senses 

each day!   



FIRST GRADE / READING RECOVERY 

 

 F 
irst graders went on a scavenger hunt in 
our outdoor classroom in search of living 
and nonliving things.  They worked with 
partners and recorded their findings.  Some 
of the observations included rocks, flowers, 

bricks, and bugs. 

 

When the students returned to their classrooms, 
they shared their lists and discussed how they de-
termined whether each item was living or nonliving.   

 

Science is awesome! 

Help your child choose books that are on their reading level: 

 Use the five finger rule. Open the book to any page and ask your child to read. Put 

up a finger every time your child does not know a word. If you have to put up more 

than five fingers before the end of the page, this book is too hard for your child.  

 Have your child retell the book in their own words to check their understanding of 

what they read. 

 
How to Read With A Beginning Reader:  

 Encourage your child to use his/her finger to point to each word. 

 Read a sentence and have your child repeat it.  

 Take turns reading a sentence each or a page each.  

 Talk about the story as you read it. What do you think will happen next? What does 
this story remind you of? How do you think this character feels? 

 Don’t be afraid to read the same book again! Repeated reading builds fluency. 

 It’s acceptable for your child to read books that are easy for them, to begin with. 
Reading easier books builds fluency, comprehension, and confidence. 

Reading Recovery- 1st/2nd Grade 



SECOND GRADE 

Second Grade Scientists Learn All about Motion! 

Second graders have been learning all about 

balance and motion. Motion can occur when an 

item is pushed or pulled. Many things can affect 

those pushes and pulls, such as friction, the type 

of surface, the amount of force in the push or 

pull, and the mass of the object. We use pushes 

and pulls in every day in real life. Students had 

the opportunity to race toy cars on various surfaces, drop items to test 

gravity, push items using soft, medium, and hard pushes, and make 

items move without touching the item. They also had to record their 

findings like a real scientist. We learned some really challenging vo-

cabulary words: push, pull, motion, balance, gravity, force, and mass.  

We are great scientists!   



THIRD GRADE 

What’s Happening in 3rd! 
Third grade students have been working very hard the past two 
months in math learning their multiplication tables.  They have 
been practicing their facts with songs, flash cards and iPad apps. 
They have also spent time working on constructed response math 
questions.  In these problems they are required to; draw a model, 
write out equations, answer the question in a statement, and 
then write an explanation using mathematical vocabulary 

In science students have been working on an Earth’s Materials 
Unit.  Students performed soil samples, studied how landforms 
are made and practiced their engineering skills building structures 
with natural and synthetic materials.  Our 3rd graders have been 
studying soil, rocks, and the landforms.  We have tested rocks just 
like a geologist using 4 different tests.  We spent some time stud-
ying different soils from our homes looking to see what was simi-
lar and different about each soil.  Using our iPads we took a trip 
around the world looking at the different landforms that makes 
up our great world.   

In math, we are still working on multiplication facts.  We are 
working on reading, writing, and understanding word problems 
involving multiplication and division.  You can help your child by 
asking them to create their own word problem that requires mul-
tiplication and division and let them solve it using pictures or ac-
tual materials.  Have your child show you their multiplication 
graph in Numbers.  They have made progress in one month’s 
time.  I am very impressed with their achievement.   



FOURTH GRADE 

In Language Arts  we have been reading the novel Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCa-

millo.  We have been working on character traits and the story elements of a fictional 

story.  In writing, we have been working on a unit on Narrative Writing.  Many of the 

concepts we were talking about in Reading could be tied into the writing 

unit.  Vocabulary instruction helps the students learn parts of speech, multiple meaning 

words, synonyms and antonyms, and gives them a larger bank of words to use in their 

own writing as well as increasing their reading comprehension.  In addition to studying 

the vocabulary words, your child should be reading every night.  Research shows that for 

a child to grow a grade level in reading in a year, at least twenty minutes of reading 

outside of school is necessary. 

 

In Social Studies we have finished our unit on Native Americans and have begun learning 

about early European explorers to the New World.  Your child will be learning about the 

motivations of the explorers and some accomplishments of specific explorers like Christo-

pher Columbus, Leif Ericsson, Hernando de Soto, Robert Lasalle and more.  Thanks to 

all the parents who donated supplies for our “Columbian Exchange” activity.   

 

The 4th grade scientists have been studying weather tools such as anemometers, wind 

vanes, barometers, and thermometers. We have been tracking weather data each day. 

Ask your child what kind of clouds they see! They should be able to tell the difference 

between cumulus, stratus, cirrus, and cumulonimbus clouds. We have just recently begun 

studying severe weather such as thunderstorms, tornados, and hurricanes. We have also 

been tracking Hurricane Matthew. We discussed 

what causes various types of severe weather and 

what precautions to take in these dangerous situ-

ations. 

 

In math, we are learning many new and different 

methods to multiply two-digit by one-digit num-

bers. These methods are very different from the 

methods that you may have learned when you 

were younger. We would like to give the students 

options so that they can choose the method that 

works the best! Having multiplication facts memo-

rized is so very important!  

 



FIFTH GRADE 

Social Studies 

In 5th grade Social Studies 

we have wrapped up our 

unit on the Reconstruction 

Era and are beginning our 

next unit on Westward Ex-

pansion. Students will 

learn about the Home-

stead Act, the conflicts 

among the groups of peo-

ple who chose to live in 

the West, the Transconti-

nental Railroad, the hard-

ships of traveling west 

and about adapting to life 

in the West.    

  

Science 

In 5th grade science we 

are wrapping up our varia-

bles unit where we have 

been exploring manipulat-

ed, responding, and con-

trolled variables. 

 

To assist with our varia-

bles unit, the students 

have also practiced inter-

preting data and charting 

their results. 

 

We will soon be moving 

into our Force and Motion 

unit.  

 

Language Arts 

In 5th grade lan-

guage arts we read 

the novel Forty Acres 

and Maybe a Mule. 

This historical fiction 

novel is set during 

the Reconstruction 

Era. Students were 

able to make many 

text-to-text and text-

to-world connections 

while also learning 

about similes, meta-

phors, personifica-

tion, and so much 

more! In writing our 

focus has been on 

Narrative Writing.  

Math 

Our fifth grade math 

classes have begun 

exploring ten times 

and one tenth of a 

place value as digits 

come together to de-

fine a number. We ex-

plored this as we took 

1 inch and attempted 

to expand it to 10000 

inches. We also saw 

the impact of thou-

sands becoming hun-

dreds of thousands in 

our STEM project – Oil 

Spill. Using Decimal 

Squares, we traveled 

to the right of the dec-

imal point and saw 

how one could be-

come one-tenth, one-

hundredth and one-

thousandth. Next, we 

will begin practicing 

adding and subtract-

ing with decimal num-

bers and how im-

portant that decimal 

point is! 



MRS. CASKEY 

Congratulations to our  

New Student Council Members! 
 

Kara Cronan  

Beck Walters 

Siena Gould  

Simone Brown 

Allie Lamp  

Lilly Wilson 

School Store is Open  
Tuesdays - Fridays! 

Check out the new items 
this year! 

SCHOOL 
STORE 

Joshua Stanfield  

Emily Engel 

Abrielle Douglass  

Tanyon Sietmann 

Nash Parham  

Andrew Peterson 

Zyon Barrett 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

SCHOOL COMMUNITY PROJECT  
Send in Pop Tabs to your classroom to 
support the  Ronald McDonald House.   

Our class listened to the story “The Little Scarecrow 
Boy.” Students discussed details from the book and 
made predictions about what they thought would hap-
pen in the story. 
 

Each student designed a scarecrow, gave it a name, and 
wrote describing words about their scarecrow. Finally, 
students made a scarecrow out of cloth and decorated 
the face. This was a great way to celebrate the begin-
ning of fall. 



PHYSICAL ED 

Keeping it Moving ………..As 

always, we cranked up the 

new school year learning 

and/or reviewing rules/

procedures, demonstrating 

safe space awareness, and 

practicing good manners/

sportsmanship. Students were 

lead in discussions on how 

these concepts can be 

transferred to sports and 

everyday life in general. We 

also had a great time per-

forming a variety of exercis-

es during warm-up/work-out 

time. Students were able to 

identify some of the muscles 

targeted by specific activities 

and movements. We will 

continue to engage in a va-

riety of exercises throughout 

the school year as students 

learn about different muscle 

groups. We enjoyed the 

“Train” activity that involves 

students in team work and 

pacing themselves as well as 

sprinting. The fact that mov-

ing can make our hearts 

healthier and helps prevent 

heart disease will be 

stressed throughout the 

year. Students are continuing 

to learn to pace themselves 

when running longer distanc-

es as well as how to sprint 

more efficiently in shorter 

distances.  

Students participated in the Fit-

nessgram Pacer test as they 

used pacing skills. In addition, 

students worked on improving 

speed and reaction time (the 

time it takes for one to re-

spond to a signal or stimulus) 

by participating in sprinting ac-

tivities. We also had a lot of 

fun combining sprinting and 

jumping hurdles as students 

increased jumping heights and 

running speeds while improving 

reaction time. Students were 

lead in brief discussions on how 

quick reaction time and speed 

can help in a number of situa-

tions.  Some situations dis-

cussed were emergencies, 

sprinting in a track meet, run-

ning to the next base on a 

coach’s signal in a softball 

game, and running from the 

batter’s box to first in a base-

ball game when the ball is hit.   

In addition to the activities 

mentioned above, we reviewed 

and practiced throwing and 

catching. Several classes in 

grades 2-5 learned to play 

“Ultimate Football”. This is a 

fun game that gives players the 

chance to combine throwing, 

catching, and moving to open 

space as well as utilizing defen-

sive and offensive strategies. 

These skills can be transferred 

to other sports and activities. 

We hope to begin punting soon! 

 

Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten, 

and 1st   graders learned, re-

viewed, and practiced a variety 

of locomotor skills. Students 

practiced these skills while par-

ticipating in fun freeze games 

and “critter tag”.  Students al-

so demonstrated space aware-

ness and safety this month.  

We also participated in activi-

ties such as throwing and 

catching that involved eye/

hand coordination. In addition, 

students enjoyed volleying bal-

loons and/or light weight balls 

to themselves and/or a part-

ner.  It was an exciting first 

quarter in Physical Education 

as we “kicked off” to a fun-

filled and healthy school year!  



MUSIC 

Greetings! We’ve had a great musical beginning 
to the school year.  Third through fifth graders 
have been learning to play a woodwind instru-
ment called the recorder.  As they play this in-
strument, they are putting into practice what 
they’ve been working towards since kindergar-
ten.  They are reading rhythms and pitches on 
the treble clef staff.  What a great way to pre-
pare for future music experiences such as band 
or chorus! 

 The second graders are reviewing 
rhythms and feeling the beat.  New concepts 
include “meter” – that is, how beats are 
grouped by strong and weak beats. Learning 
songs for their Christmas performance on De-
cember 8th    is also high on the priority list.  Par-
ents of second graders should expect to receive 
more information about this inspiring night 
very soon. 

 First graders are reviewing beat and 
have learned about two different types of note 
values:  quarter note and eighth note.  They’ve 
also played the beat and rhythm patterns using 
different classroom percussion instruments.  
Kindergarten and prekindergarten students will 
be performing as part of the program on the 
evening of December 8th.  They are learning to 
sing five songs for this special occasion.  Par-
ents, please mark it on the calendar and you 
will be receiving more information soon.  In ad-
dition to singing songs, they’ve been learning to 
feel the beat, play instruments and to better 
use all four of their voices.   

 Children become more musical by mak-
ing and responding to music. We not only sing 
songs and play instruments but we also move 
and listen to different styles of music.  There are 
many things a parent can do to help.  Please 
encourage your student to be less inhibited 
about using their voice.  Inspire them to explore 
what all the voice can do – for example, hoot 
like an owl; mimic the sound of a siren and even 
warble like an opera singer!  All of this explora-
tion will help develop the voice, give them a 
sense of freedom when performing and create 
an awareness of using sound.  Also, listening to 
a variety of styles helps the child to understand 
differences in sounds and rhythms.  It’s enrich-
ing! 

 I sincerely look forward to teaching your 
student this year.  Please email me with any 
questions or concerns.  
Deena.Faris@clover.k12.sc.us 

 

mailto:Deena.Faris@clover.k12.sc.us


ARTFULLY YOURS 

Great to be back in school!  We have a cornucopia of art 

students this year and we will be trying some new things.  Of 

course, the gateway to these new activities will be keyed 

through the elements and principles of art. 

 The “Fifth Grade Throwers” will start this year on Novem-

ber 10th. Due to Honors Chorus meeting on Wednesday we will 

meet only on Thursday.  Parents of interested fifth graders need 

to sign up via email to work on the wheel. I will schedule you for 

a date/time that will work.  Make sure to send in your complet-

ed form to me.  Forms are in the child’s homeroom.  They just 

need to grab one.  This is an after school activity and sessions 

will be from 2:35p to around 3:35p.   Arrangements must be 

made for you to pick your child up after their session.  Please 

see the informational sheet for more details.  Once we have you 

scheduled the sheet can be returned to act as a permission note 

for the office records.  Parents can pick up students in the office 

after their child’s session. 

 I will not be doing Class Dojo this year and maybe not Art-

sonia either.  Response to these two programs is low and the 

benefits at this point do not justify the time that it takes to do 

them.   I have been doing Class Dojo for over four years and I’ve 

lost count on how long I have done Artsonia.  Canvas will take 

the place of Dojo in many respects.  As for Artsonia parents and 

children can post their own art work if they are interested. 

 The Second Grade, Kindergarten, and Pre-k  will be have 

their annual Christmas Program on December 8th under the 

guidance of Mrs. Faris, our Music Teacher.  We will have Art 

Work out in conjunction with this event.  

matthew.christmus@clover.k12.sc.us 



NEW GUIDING LIGHTS AT BETHEL 

EMILY BOYD -  (Media Specialist)—I have worked for the Clover School District for twenty years. I have 

been in education for twenty five years. I live on a farm with approximately one hundred Angus Cattle (my 

husband’s hobby). My husband’s name is Neil and we have a son named Brown. I graduated from Winthrop 

University with a BS degree in Elementary Education, Masters degree in Educational Media and a Masters 

degree in Leadership. I received National Board Certification in 2002.  I love to read mysteries. I enjoy read-

ing books by Laura Childs. Childs mysteries will keep you on the edge of your seat. I LOVE to read. I bet you 

didn’t know that I read the Harry Potter Series eight times. Yes, eight times! 

MICHELLE QUICK  - (3rd grade teacher) - I was born in Peoria, IL.  I moved here 22 years ago because 

of my husband’s job.  This is my 2nd year in the Clover School District.  I have too many favorite authors to 

list, but JK Rowling and James Patterson top my list. I love Harry Potter movies as well as National Treas-

ure (love history!).  NCIS has to be my favorite show (love the science).  I went to Bradley University in 

Peoria, IL for my Bachelor’s Degree and Columbia College in Columbia, SC for my Master’s Degree.  My 

husband and I have been together for 25 years after being set up on a blind date by his cousin. 

CHELSEA RESCH  - (2nd grad teacher) 

I was born in Fort Mill, SC. 

This is my first year teaching in the Clover School District. 

My favorite author is Barbara Park. 

My favorite movie of all time is Titanic. 

My favorite TV show is One Tree Hill. 

I am a graduate of Coastal Carolina University. 

 LESLIE CHILDERS - (Cafeteria) 

I was born in Rock Hill, SC, but have mainly lived in Clover. 

I have been with the Clover School District for 3 years. 

My favorite movie of all time is The Proposal. 

My favorite TV shows are Flip or Flop and Bones. 

I love spending time with my family.  I also love the mountains. 

 



BLC  

Reminders: 
 

 Remember to read and fill out your reading logs 

for Reading Your Way to the Big Game.  

 

 Also, don’t forget to take AR tests to get your 

prizes.  

 

 Book Fair will be held November 14-18th.  

  More information will come.  

 

 Book Bonanza (Literacy Night) will be held on     

November 15th. This would be a great time to 

visit our book fair. 



TECHNOLOGY 

T 
here is always so much excitement in the 

tech lab and it is contagious!! Third 

through fifth grade have been getting into 

MinecraftEDU., which is similar to what 

they can play and create at home. I am excited to 

work with the teachers of each grade level and to 

put the children into different challenging worlds that coincide with what they are cur-

rently learning in the classroom.  

 

Fifth grade will travel the hardships of the Oregon Trail. Fourth grade will explore with 

the first explorers, while third grade will discover cool new Magic Tree house worlds. 

We will take interactive technology journeys together to bring their curriculum to life. 

 

We will also be getting back into our Coding with code.org, Scratch, made 

with code, and some of our other great coding apps for the 

year.  

 

First and Second grade have been learning that they are button pushing 

Ninjas and with the right training there is no need to be afraid of technol-

ogy! They are exploring their Ipads in camera, Keynote, and notability; 

while also spending time in E-spark, which is another fun learning app. 

When we are not Coding, then we are learning to 

type. November-December are our months to 

think of all that we are thankful for. Third through 

Fifth grade will begin letters to those whom they 

are most thankful for, starting with our Veterans. 

First and Second grade will write Story Makers to 

tell all about what it means to be thankful.  

Wish list:  
Holiday paper/Stationary 

TECH
 FU

N
 



GUIDANCE 

Bethel School Counseling 
 
Welcome to Bethel Elementary for the 2016 - 2017 school year.  Some of you are new to our school 
while others have been a part of our school community for several years.  Either way, we want to you 
feel a part of our school and be aware of the counseling services provided here at Bethel Elemen-
tary.  
 
School counseling services at Bethel Elementary include: 
 

 Classroom lessons 

 Student support groups sessions 

 Individual counseling sessions 
 
What are Classroom Counseling Lessons? 
 

 The focus of classroom counseling is to foster students’ aca-
demic, social, emotional and career development through a 
planned series of developmentally appropriate counseling 
activities based on the American School Counselor Associa-
tion Standards. 

 Topics discussed can include: exploring peer relationships and effective social skills; exploring 
problem-solving and decision-making; understanding conflict resolution strategies; investigating 
careers; study and time management skills; and test-taking strategies. 

 
What is Group Counseling? 
 

 Group counseling is offered to provide additional services to children with common needs and 
concerns. 

 Referrals for group participation can be made by parents, teachers, or by the students them-
selves. 

 In every case a letter is sent home to the parents who may say “No, Thank you.” if they do not 
want their child to participate. 

 Types of groups offered can include: coping with family changes; dealing with the grief of losing a 
loved one; exploring friendship issues; and developing effective social skills. 

 
What is Individual Counseling? 
 

 The school counselor works with individual students to help them explore their concerns and 
problems, to better understand themselves and others, and to work toward positive educational, 
personal, and social growth. 

 Students are referred by parents, teachers, administrators or through student self-referral. 
 
 
Ashlyn Condon 
ashlyn.condon@clover.k12.sc.us 
 
Please visit my CANVAS page at https://clover.instructure.com/courses/2768 

mailto:ashlyn.condon@clover.k12.sc.us
https://clover.instructure.com/courses/2768


CHARACTER AWARDS 

Emily Hassler 

Logan Stafford 

Leyna Stoneburner 

Marc-Anthony Cook 

Ayden Hunt 

Kierstin Siebert 

Mark Burton 

David Graves 

Carmyn Phongsa 

Addison Ferrell 

Ashley Linscott 

Jackson Walters 

McKenna Pierzchala 

Brynn Baker 

Nevaeh Wommer 

Ben Evans 

Parker Bailey 

Emily Chiaramonte 

Finn Mofield 

Jenna Yusenko 

Kenia Jones 

Caroline Rosanova 

Christopher Thomas 

Keira Ruocco 

Aaron Smith 

Marley Blackwell 

Braedon Glover 

Layla Salem 

Colton Hendrickson 

Evan Frintner 

Holland Caldwell 

Luke Colquett 

Taylor Brown 

Payton Grace Peake 

Katelyn Mroz 

Xander Harvey 

Norah Kaye Summerville 

Nathaniel Bowen 

Cheyenne Joshi 

Haley Reid 

Pierce French 

Jacob Siuta 

Zurre Huckleberry 

Nadia Hills 

Emaya Tate 

Matthew Smith 

Kinley Cooperider 

Joshua Thompson
-Peterson 

Evan Hunt 

Leland Wommer 

Chase Kelley 

Hayden Jones 

Emerson Martin 

Finley Walter 



FUN RUN FUN 


